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= Bn > T will be very neceſſa- 


: T7 92 17 in the Entrance into 

1 0 eue to de- 

ne what J mean by the 

2 FOOL. By Fool, I mes not 
. et, but ſuch a one as is ver 

efectire i in ſuch „ 

A 2 he 
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he ought and might have attain'd | wa 
as a reaſonable Creature, by a due ral 
Application of the uind to pro rer 
per Objects For as Fclly is ſet in ten 
opt Ohtion to Wildom; and Wil- bu 
doin and Kncwledge being SyNo- | 
nimous | erms, it tollows, he is Cc 
a Fool in the common Acceptation | M 
of the Word, whoſe Ideas are {el 
few; or if he has many, yet is ſu 
not capable of rightl/ comparing th 
them, ſo as to. diſcover clearly ip 
their Agreement or Diſagreement | th 
in any Propolition, in order to er 
come at Truth. If this be „ 
Lea that generally paſi-th in the fc 


World of a fooli{h Man, as | n 
think it mult be allownl, it will 


| n 
be no difficult Matter to prove the | | 
Projootition that is the Subject of | tl 
, Letter. 2 

10 do which, did I not deſign t 
brevity, I might Prove by variety ] 
of Inſtances, That the firſt part of 
the Definition of a Fool, the ( 


Wand 


5 . 
want of Ideas, belongs in gene- 
ral to all degrees of Tories, w vhich 
renders them incapable of an ex- 
tenive Knowledge or Wiſdom; 
but 1 ſhall only inſtance in two 
Claſſes of them, the drinking 
Country Parſons, and the City 
Mob, both Which give them- 
ſelves ſo entirely up to the Plea> 
ſurcs of the Bottle, whenever 
their Avocations from their re- 
ſpeccive Callings will permit, that 
they have not time to gain Ideas 
enough to talk common Senſe: 
Vet thete Men that are fo pro- 
foundly Ignorant, that they know 
not the TI houtand part of what is 
neceſſary for defending the Chri- 
ſtian Religion in general, againſt 
the Atrac! ks of A! eiſis, Deiſts, &c. 
and the excellent Conſt tution of 
the Church of En land, againit 
Papitts, and all ocher Leckaries, | 
{hall tet themielves up for the 
chiet Champions of the Church, 
only, 
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only, becauſe the firſt are continu- 
ally making it a Toaſt, and the 
latter breaking thro all 'the Com- 
mands of the ſecond Table with 
the loud Outcry of. High Church, 
whilit the Studious and Learned 
of the one, and the Thoughttul 
and Induſtrious of the other, are 
generally Whigs. | 
[s not this (my Friend) next 
to a Nemonſtratron, That if you 
trace up e to its Spring- 
head, you'll find its firſt Ebulition 
to ariſe in the Caſe ot Ignorance ? 
But as I chicfiy de Gord in the 
Entrance on this Argument to en- 
large upon the | ſecond part, as 
molt proper to the preſent Occati- 
, Ithall now proceed to prove 
—_ extreamly deficicnt, in com- 
paring thoſe Ideas they have, in 
not perceiving how inconſiſtent 
their Principles are with Truth; 
and their Practice with their Prin- 


ciples. 
F Firſt, 


— „ — 7 * 
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Firſt their entertaining and hold - 


ing ſuch Principles as are evidently 


inconſiſtent with Truth, thewys 


plainly the Weakneſs of their Un- 


derſtandings. To prove this àſ- 
{ertion at large, I have nothing to 
do but to refer my Reader to thoſe 
excellent Treaties on this Subject, 
wrote by Sidney, Lock, and Hoadly ; 
but becauſe he may be unwilling 
to give himſelf that Trouble, I 
ſhall attempt to do it ina compen- 
dious Method, by _ conſidering 
them as briefly as is conſiſtent 
with Perſpicuity. | 

Ihe firſt eſſential Principle of 
a Tory, is Paſſive- Obedience and 
Non-Reſiſtance, which is in other 
Words this Propoſition, That no 
poſſible Caſe can be put wherein 
it may be lawful or juſt to Reſiſt 
the King, or thoſe authoriz?d by 
Him in the Execution of his Will 


and Pleaſure. Now muſt it not 


ſuppoſe the utmoſt Stupidity to 
| think 


* 


think this Propoſition or Principle 
conliftent with ruth? Let's try 
it by both its Criterions, Reaſon 
and Revelation. | 
Reaſon tells us, That by the 
Works of Creation, it appears, 
that there is an all-wite and power- 
ful Creator, who has made a ſpe- 
cies of Rational Creatures to 1n- 
habit this Earth ; who, like all 
other Species, arc by Birth equal, 
and conſequently mdependant ; 
but as one way by Nature have a 
greater Strength of Body than 
another, and thereby has it in his 
Power, when any Difpute ariſes 
between him and a weaker Perſon 
concerning the Poſſeſſion or En- 
joyment of any good Thing, to 
deprive the Weaker of that which 
his Labour had made his Proper- 
ty, contrary to Equity; and this 
weaker Perſon could have no Re- 
medy or Redrefs in this State a- 


gainſt his too powerful Adverſary, 
but 
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but by procuring the Aſſiſtance of 


another, which two in their 
turns depending on their ſuperior 
Power, might be as oppreſſive to 
the firſt Aggreſſor, and fo oti to 
infinite Ditorders, ſo as to render 
the Life of every Man very uneaſy. 

But Men, as was ſaid before, 


13 being reaſonable Creatures, could 


eahly find out a Remedy to this 
Evil, by uniting themſelves into 
ſeveral-Societies, by Laws made 
for their mutual Advantage, and 
veſting ſome Perſons with Power 
ſufficient to have thoſe Laws exe- 
cuted npon any Offender. This, 
Reaſon tells us to be the Origine 
of Government, Thole rational 
Creatures finding that . ſome a- 
mongſt them were not always go- 
vern d by Reaſon, from whence 
13 Miſchiets aroſe, by the 

artiallity each Man ſhew'd to 
himſelf in the Gratification of 
his * agree amongſt them- 
* B ſelves 
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ſelves to avoid theſe Diſorders, 
to inveſt one or more of the beſt 
of them, with Power ſufficient to 
determine all Matters in difference 
between two contending Parties, 
ſo that the weakeſt in the Socie- 
ty ſhall be as ſafe under their 


Protection as the ſtrongeſt; this 


Security being obtain d by this 
mutual Engagement, all the Bene- 
fits ariſing trom Society or Govern- 
ment are hereby obtain d. Here- 
by the moſt deſerving amongſt 
them ate inveſted with Power, 
and conſequently meet with that 
Reſpect and Honour due to their 
Worth. Hereby the weakeſt are 
protected from the Inſults of the 
powerful Oppreſſor. Hereby eve- 
xy one are encourag®d' by mutual 
good Offices to fender each other 
as happy as this State H Condt- 
tion will permit. -Hereby every 
one chas the Liberty of pleafing 

himfelf any way that he ae” 


fit, not inconſiſtent with the Good 
of others. Theſe are the Advan- 
tages of Government, which are 


fo apparently the Defign and End 


of it, that it wants no Arguments 
to prove it, being ſelf evident: 


For who can be ſuppos's ſo ablurd 


as to give up any Power he is 
poſſeſs d of by Nature for his Pre- 
ſervation, without making ſuch 
Contracts with the Perſons to 
whom tis given up, as ſhall be 
attended with greater Advantages 
to that end. And yet ſuch Fools 
are theſe Creatures, the Tories, as 
to advance a Notion or Principle 
in behalf of Governours, deſtru- 
ctive of the end of Government. 
Seeing we have made their fun- 
damental Principle inconſiſtent 
with Truth by the firſt Criterion, 
Reaſon, I think, may take the Li- 


| herty ta aſſert, that it muſt con- 


ſequently be ſo likewiſe by the 
ſecond ; for there can bg nothing 
> B 2 in 


in the ſecond — to the 
firſt. This is ſo — Truth, 
that none but ſuch a ſet of Fools 
as we are now treating with, can 
make a Doubt of: For how can 
we know, without the Aſſiſtance 


of Reaſon, that the Scriptures 


are a Revelation from God? And 
when we know this, of what uſe 
is this-Revelation to us unleſs we 
underſtand. the Meaning of the 
Propoſitions therein contain'd ? 
And how can we do that without 
the Aſſiſtance of Reaſon ? And 
why ſhould Reaſon be neceſſary 

for the Underſtanding them, if 
ſome Places are to be underitood 
as contradictory to it? This I take 
to be a demonſtrative Argument 
to prove that there: is nothing in 
Scripture contradictory to Rea- 
ſon; conſequently I need not take 
upon me the Trouble to prove, 
that that Text in the Romans, That 


_ * 2 Hall receide to 


them- 


— — — 


them ſeldes Damnation, is to be un- 
derſtood in a limited Senſe, its Li- 
mits to be ſet by the Reaſon of 
Things, under ſuch and ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances; as well as that of 
Children obe your Parents in all 


Things; and this other, This is my' 


Body. And indeed to take it in an 
unreſtrain'd Senſe, as they do, is 
Blaſphemy, which i 1n Charity La- 


ſeribe to theis 4s more than 
their Wickednelſs:: 


to give us up entirely to Slavery, 
and that we muſt not on pain of 


Damnation, attempt to prevent 
it: What is this but to contradict. 
the whole Tenour of Revelation, 
overturning all Morality, deſtroy- 
ing the ſecond Table entire, all 
the Law contain'd therein being 
to promote each others Happmels 
here only. Is not this to make 


God contradict himſelf, when he + 
ſays in one place, That bis Mevties | 


are 


OO UGG . 75˖ͤ — 


or if God by 
any poſitive Law, can be ſuppos d 


are over all bis Works? and in ano- 
ther, That Millions of Men, Hamen, 
and Children are to be (under pain of 

Damnation ) ſubjected 19 the Lui 

of one Man? So that he, and thoſe 
he thinks fit to employ, may Mur- 
der, Raviſh, Burn and Deſtroy 
without Oppoſition. What can 
with ſtronger Evidence ſhew the 
Fally of theſe Men! They who 
tan believe any thing fo abſurd, as 
caming from the molt wiſe and be · 
nificent Being, nothing can be too 
ridiculous for ſuch Traps to aſſert, 
as will appear in the Proſecution 
of this Argument. 3 
Their next Principle from which, 
and the former, Spring all their 
other Fooliſh ones (not worth ta- 
king notice of) is the indefeaſible 
Rightof the next in Blood to the 
Crown, whatever Incapacity Na- 
tural orPolitical he labours under. 
Now this is at firſt view fo irra- 
tional, that one would be apt ta 
think 


a aa wel whats aan 


for 'Abſurdity could admit of it; 


to the Loſs of all the Rights of the 
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think that none but a Head turnid 


for what can be more ſo than to 
aſſert, That the Rights of Milli- 
ons are to give way to that of One? 
What is this but to aſſert, That 
One Pound Weight is more than 
an Hundred? For inſtance, ad- 
mitting, for Argument ſake only, 
the Pretender to be the Son of K. 
James II. by this Principle he is 


to aſcend the Throne of his Father 


whatever are the apparent una- 
voidable Conſequences; tho? it bg 


People of Great Britain: Can apy 
thing in Nature be more ridicu- 
lous? Can he have a clearer Right 


to. the Crown, than the People 


have to their Preſervation, and all 
that is dear and valuable to them, 
as theirReligion, Lives and Liber- 
ties? And thall;theRight of One 
** ſuffer very little by the 


iſappointment) more than equi- 


ponderate 
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derate the Rights of Millions? 1 
think this Frinciple 1 is loaded with 


Folly enough, tho under the Sup- 

ſion of the Pretender's Right, 

t in Truth he has not any. I 
deed, to avoid the inconvemency 
of an Interregnum, moſt Monar- 
chies have appointed the next in 
Blood to aſcend immediately the 
Throne ; but this Right then has 
its Foundation i in — Law, and 
canſequently is not unalienable; 
for the ſame Power that ſettled 
the Manner of Succeſſion, can 
alter it whenever they ſee a uſt 
Occaſion ; fo that were the Pre 
tender really the Perſon he pre- 
tends to be, he has no more Right 
now, tian James Butler to he 
Con of Great Britain. And that 
this Right is ſo underſtood in all 
Nations, appears by their reſpe- 
ctive Hiſtories, whether Sacred or 
Profane, there being no Country 
in the hots World where this 
Right 


> 4 ww! 
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Right has not been ſet aſide ; but 
particularly in France where a Law 
call'd the Salique Law has been in 
force againſt it for many Ages, and 
remains ſo to this Day. 

I have, you ſee, juſt touch'd at the 
glaring Abſurdities of their Princi- 
ples, ſo evident, that he who runs 
may read their oppoſition to Truth. 

I ſhall now proceed to make 
good as clearly my ſecond Charge 
upon theſe filly Creatures; The 


> Inconſiſtency of their Practice with 


their ad] d Principles: To do 
which, I need run no farther back 
into the Hiſtory of theſe Times 
than one Revolution of the Sun'; 
for have not they in that Compaſs 
of Time, entirely given up the 
Doctrine of Paſſive-· Obedience and 
Non- Reſiſtance by their Riots, Re- 
bellions, and ſeditious Converſa- 
tion, bordering upon Treaſon ? 
Have not thoſe Beautefeus amongſt 
the Clergy, that for Four Years 
EF | G Pre- 


«. 


ceeding preach'd up nothing elſe, 


been as ſilent on that Subject, now 
there's ſo juſt occaſion for it, as if 
their Tongues were out? Have 
not the ſame Perſons that have told 
you you muſt not reſiſt a Perſon 
commiſhon'd by the King to cut 
your Throat be you never ſo In- 
nocent, roſe up in open Rebellion 
againſt the beſt of Kings, who 
has never 1n any one inſtance ſer 
aſide the Law, or done Injury to 
any one Perſon fince his Acceſſion 
to the 1 hrone ? What think you, 
Sir, of the Agreement between 
their Principles and Practices? 
Can you think theſe any other 
than firſt-rate Fools, to act ſuch 
Things as Heathens would bluſh 
at, and what *tis impoſſible, with- 
out a great degree of Folly, to re- 
concile to their own Minds; and 
yer to hope that a pretended Zeal 
for the Church ſhall be ſufficient 
to commute with the Omniſſient 
for all this Villany ? Per- 
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. . | * 
Permit me, Sir, now I am got 


into this S:cratecal way, to finiſh 


this Head with a few Queries pro- 
per to make good the Argument I 
am upon. 

Firſt then, Muſt not they be 
Fools, who for many Years have 
taken ſuch Oaths, and have born 
ſuch part in the Prayers of our 
excellent Church, as have deſtroy- 
ed all Tory Principles, and yet 
continue obſtinately to maintain 
ſuch Principles as they Swear a- 
gainſt and Pray againſt? For in- 
ſtance, not an Oath they took to 
the late Queen, nor Prayer put up 
for her as ſuch, but what entirely 
deftroy'd their Principles. 

Are not thoſe Fouls, That could 
think, that tho they maintain'd 
ſuch Principles as could only be 
of Advantage to the Pretender, 
yet his preſent Majeſty (when E- 
lector only) — to "think them 
his beſt Friends here ? 


C 2 Are ; F 
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* Are not thoſe Fools, That could 
think his Majeſty, who had by ſe- 


veral Acts of Parliament been ap- c 
pointed 2ucceflor to the Crown of g 
Great Britain, ſhould not take the f 
Opportunity of feveral ears. In- 0 


formation, of knowing who were 
the real, and who only the Verbal 
Friends to the Succeſſion in his 
Family, in order to qualify himſelf 
to make a right Choice of his Mi- 
niſtry, ſo abſolutely neceflary at 
his firft aſcending the I hrone, for 
his own Safety and his Subjeks | 
Happineſs ? | 
Are not they Fools, That could | 
think that if his Majeſty (as no- 
thing is more certain) did thus 
prudently Act for ſome Years be- q 
fore his Arrival, he ſhould come 
here unacq uainted with the Diſpo- 
ſition of both Parties towards him 
and his Family? = 
Are not they Fools, To think 
that if his Majeſty did gain this 
previous 


previous Knowledge, He ſhould 

- employ any of their Party in the 

. chief Offices of Truſt, who had 

f given Proof by innumerable In- 

e ſtances of more than an Incapacity 

- for ſuch Employments ? 

= Are not theyFools, To confirm 

1 the King 1n this juſt Opinion he 

MB had form'd concerning them, by 

$ their Rebellious and Seditious Be- 

- haviour, and thereby given them- 

t ſelves the Lie, as a Party ſtrongly 

r attach'd to the Houſe of Hanover? 

Ss 4 Are not they Fools, To have 

founded all their Calumnies on the 

4 | Whigs, as notenough conſulting 

j- the Safety of the Church, and yet 

8 encourage the Attempts of the Pre- 

INS tender (by their diſreſpectful Beha- 

e viour to the preſent Govenment) 

ö who, if he were to ſucceed, 

n would entirely deſtroy it? 
Are not they Fools, To make 

k theſe vain Efforts in favour of a 

"WM Creature ſupported by nothing but 

8 ; the 


the Chimerical Promiſes of fome 


of theſe Don Quixots of the Church, 
againſt the united Force of an he- 
rerch King, a zealous and wile Par- 


liament, a bright and prudent Mi- 


niſtry, and the moſt couragious 
and much greater part of their 
Fellow-Subjects, in ſtrict Alliance 


with all the Potentates ſurround- 


ing them ? 

Are not they Fools, that dare 
trifle with the Almighty in the 
molt Sacred Parts of Religion, 
their Prayers and Oaths, and can be 
ſo weak as to think — Men. 
tal Reſervation whatſoever can 


skreen them from the Puniſhment 


due to Crimes of ſuch a flagitious 
Nature? 

Are not they Fools, That can 
think that ſuch ſort of Deportment 
is the moſt likely way to bring 
them into Favour at Court, as it 
his Majeſty was to be Bully d into 
a Regard for them contrary to his 
real Intereſt? Are 


— — 2 
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Are not they Fools, Who cart 
ſee that the only poſſible way to 
meet with. equal Favour from his 
Majeſty with the reſt of their Fel- 
low Subjects, is equally to deſerve 
it, by a Conformity of their Prin- 
ciples with their Oaths and Pray- 
ers; and thereby ceaſe to diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves from that Party, 
who 2 their Actions agreeable to 

their Principles have procur'd the 
preſent happy Eſtabliſhment? 

Are not they Fools, That can't 
perceive a Thing that is ſo evident, 
that this Method only (much 
more conſiſtent with Honeſty and 
Conſcience than their preſent) can 
procure them all the Happineſs 
that Subjects can deſire? For when 
there is no Diſtinction of Parties, 
they have an equal Chance with 
the reſt of their Fellow-Subjects 
for Advancement, or any other 
Priviledge or Advantage in pro- 
portion to their Merit? 


= 


* as 
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If I have not already tir'd you, 
Sir, with Queſtions, I ſhall cori- 
clude with one niore, by asking 
you, Whether you think I have } 
not Inlifted my ſelf by this At- 
tempt into the Regiment of Fools, 
in not ſollow ing the Advice of the 
wiſe Man, who tells us, That we 
ſhould not ſpeak in the Ears of Fools, 
fer they will deſpiſe the Wiſdom of 
thy Words © | — 
To which Advice I ſhall ſub?: 
join nothing but that I am f 


SIR, 


Tour very bumble Servant; 


